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“] nominate Dr.

Morgan” came a voice from the crowded

room when nominations were called for the position of presi-
dent at the recent annuai meeting of the Merewether-Carlton

Rugby Union Club.

A short silence—applause—and Dr. Idris Morgan,

one of the most
New South Wales

remarkable sporting identities in
had started his 37th successive term

as president of the club.

The election of the president was un-
animous, which is not surprising, as the
doctor has been elected president unoppos-
ed every year since the club’s inception.

been an active competitor since
1ts inception.

The Newcastle Rughy
Unlon on April 8 embarks
on a new season, and the re-
election of Dr. Morgan could
shave foreshadowed one of
the greatest seasons in the
club’s proud history.

The doctor has guided the
elub through many chngcx.

Merewether-Carlton Jub
took its rise away back in
1929 when the old Cook’s
Hill Surf Club tgam amalga-
mated with Merewether,

Dr. Morgan had been presi-
dent of the Cook’s Hill Club.
and was more or less auto-
matic choice as president of
the new Merewether-Carlton
Club,

Merewether early dominated |
the Rugby scene in Neweastle, |
and has produced some of

finest  players ever to]
come from the district, |

Sid Malcolm — doyen of [fuce, he appears fit enough
Rugby half backs right up to[to carry out a difficult surf|I
the time that Cyril Burke be-|rescue even today.

And he has

experience for anything,” he
says.

bunch of fellows,”

swimmer is a natural follow-
on from his early days in Syd-
ney when he was a member
of the Bondi Surf Club, the
club later secing fit to elect
him a life mcmber.

ionship of the Premier Men's
wimming Club.

In his Univensity days Dr,
Morgan won a hockey biue,
but confesses that he was a
“very ordinary Rugb{ player.”

hile still in school he
watched the immortal “Dally™
Messenger in  many Union
matches with the Eastern Sub-
urbs Club which was Univer-
sity’s chief rival.

This, the doctor confesses,
gave him a somewhat distort.
ed outlook on Dally's ability
when the doctor started at the
University and fitted some
Rughby between hockey
matches.

Graduating at the age of
23, he served as an intern for
six months before sailing for
overseas as regimental medi-
ca] officer with the 19th Bat-
talion.

TOUGHNESS

He was on active service
before the end of 1915, und
was involved in some of the
historic battles of Wor'ld War

“Wouldn’t have missed the

“Like all Diggers, a great
Dr. Morgan’s ability as a

MEET THE
SPORTSMEN

With hardly a line in his

'A shell carried away part

came the Australian half, was on some
a Merewether-Carlton  pro-| of his swi ability to his :‘.".','(gk&', b::m?‘y:oc::
du sons, Owen Tom. only three months—a tribut,

L.
E‘vril himself, played his
early festball with Carlton,

cal student, won the cham-
pionship in every stroke in

to his toughness.
Dr. Morgan recalls many
pleastnt episodes in sport dur-

Owen, a fourth year medi-

H'hin F’!_eming'. Jnck:nd 'll;?n:
iis, Ern Howarth,  INel'fevery year as he made his|; i ;
Adams, Wal Steere. — Fred|way” through the Newcastle lms‘lh“rc:;:nb‘:;"“'om dav
Ball, Len McRae, Ted Ruis-|Boys' High School. whan 3 rolhmad. ¢ Binke

beck, Jack Taylor and Jim

Rutherford as just a few top|ywanted to compete againat
him,” one former school mate

recalls.
Tom, an articled clerk in
fate thirties | the le‘rl profession, recently
the | Won

class district and State pla{-
ers. whom Dr, Morgan recal
from among the Merewether-
Carlton ranks.

During the
Carlton _strode across

"It got to be that mobody| Union match in the mornina,
and a Soccer match in the
afternoon.

“While T had never plaved
Soccer, my experience in hoc-
key had given me some in-
sight into the rules and posi-

metres cham-
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Today's picture of Dr. Morgan at his sur-
gery desk. Several pictures on the walls
serve to remind him of his pleasant asso-

4

-
| tions on the Soccer field.”

“The players eemed satis-
fied, as they did not lodze
any complaints.

“Then, of course, their sil.
ence could have been con-
nected to my having been an
officer”, the doctor says with
a sparkle in his eve.

Doc” as he is affect’on.
ately known among the Carl-
ton players, recalls that he
has seen a  grandfather-
| father-son trio active in the
| Merewether Club on two oc-

€| casions during his long asso-

ciation with them,

One of these was Tom
Hills, sen., Tom Hille, fun.,
and his son Gary.

Since the first World War,
Dr. Morgan has made the

care :‘l Il:: Digger  friends
one primary
occupations, o

“They let you know what
they are thinking—sometimes
in good old Digger terms.

ciations with Rugby and ’mvimm?ng.._(
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“This T like,” the doctor
says.

'l':ed Clarke, one of the

best known figures in New-
castle Rugby Union circles,
is the only surviving founda-
tion member of the Carlton
Club with Dr. Morgan.

“Ted always has a
great worker for the Carl-
tons, and the club owes him
much,” the doctor says.

Somehow, there some-
thing “right” about Dr. Mor-
gan’s close association with

Rugby Union.

With a name as Welsh as
Ebbwvale, it woul? be just
a little unnataral if he did
not have some association
with a game which is part
of the way of life in Wales.

And there could not be
a more fitting reward for a
erand man in sport than for
Merewether to take out the

7 pennant for Newcastle
Rugby,

~—By WES CORNISH,




